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ENDEMIC FLUOROSIS AND ITS DELATION TO

DENTAL CARIES1

By H. Trendley Dean, Dental Surgeon, United States Public Health Service

INTRODUCTION

The first thorough study of mottled enamel, that of Black (1) and
McKay (2) at Colorado Springs and including the Pike's Peak water¬
shed, reported as early as 1916 that, in regard to caries, the teeth of
these Colorado children co-*
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RELATION BETWEEN THE AMOUNT OF DENTAL CARIES
(PERMANENT TEETH) OBSERVED IN 7257 SELECTED 12 - 14
YEAR OLD WHITE SCMOiOL CHILDREN OF 21 CITIES OF4STATES
AND THE FLUORIDE (P) CONTENT OF PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY
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FLUORIDE (F)COMTENT OF THE PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY IN P.P.M.

Figlee 2

AUGUST 19, 1938, pp. 1443-1452

After verifying the relationship between the natural occurrence of fluorides
in drinking water and the reduction in dental caries, Dr. H. Trendley Dean
concluded that the "possibility of controlling dental caries through the domes¬
tic water supply warrants thorough epidemiological-chemical study." Figure
2 in an article that followed (August 7, 1942, pp. 1155-1179) provides the
basis for present-day fluoridation.
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